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ce 1o the human race’,

N room at a standstill as
houted ‘Seum’, ‘Vermin', 'Burn the

§ felt we had to do some
at Gav Sweatshop,
» by the Evening /

controversy that Fleet Street feeds on.
For us it raised questions about
organisation within the women's
liberation movement = how to act
quickly yet include as many women
as possible -~ and about handling the
press. Foi instance, many women were
asked for an interview by ‘liberal® i
journalists offering sympathetic
coverage. It may seem worth ¢o-
operating o correct the Evening News
distartians, but so far this has only

we rang round the
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their walls and re jeered at ourselves

ould take rattl d
but at feast we had stink

15 W

phatographer was pushed off a chair
yor a woman?' - and
s leaving; a hostile
rered outside

spat at as she
crowd had g

We made up our demands as we
went along: to see the editor { d
found put in a both his name
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to ha
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anly our ‘leaders’ or failing that,
r ‘spokesmen’).
Jur Gbjections and were promise

far an unedited re

Lo the newsroom,

left, One woman

s the
vo hours of noise
all met with
wanted 1o

faced them with
d space
. Kirby played the
liberat-whonever-meam-any-harm, so

presented a picture of lesbian ‘Families”

i ¢, 'normal’ and no threat at all,
Press reports of the accupation

sssumed that all who took part were

lesbians, not ail were. This 18 an issue {
of importance to g/l women, We are :

: i
fighting for the right to control bur f

) bodies, to define our own
xuality and not to be forced into
dependence on men. it
That weekend spraypainted slogans |
\ppeared on the British Medical
Assuciation (‘dubious’ about lesbian
mathers), the House of Communs, the
law courts and on Joanna Patyna’s flat
(‘Lesbian mums OK’ on the outside
walls and on her daor, ‘Here lives a
gutter press reporter’). One woman
was arrested immediately after the
occupation for spraying ‘Lesbians
unite’ on an Evening News delivery
van. This palitical trial comes tp at
10am on February 23 at Mansion
House Court. There's been one
mecting since to discuss the Evening
News affair and what to do nex\ time "
{all the time). The next meeting & on
February 12 at 2pm - check with
Spare Rib (01-253-9792/3) for place.
1)t Nichalls :
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The reformist tendencies beginning to
spread within the CNT were given
concrete expression during the six day
petrol station strike which paralysed
the city of Barcelona and its province
just before Christmas. The petrol
workers struck for a daily rate of 900
ptas £5.70); the employers refused to go
beyond the 700 ptas agreed the
preceding June. The strike ended
without a wage increase being achieved,
Ljust a one off payment of 45,000 ptas
to each employee - a pitiful result for
the strikers. But the Strike Committee
explained to them, ‘'We have put through
nearly all our demands, and the
employers have been defeated!’ The
employers however showed definite
satisfaction with the outcome, even if
they had to make concessions, by
maintaining the 700 ptas rate they
gained ground for the next round of
negotiations. The 45,000 ptas were
doled out as a ‘special payment
towards the resumption of work’
Barcelona's Civil Governor was no
less triumphant. There hadn't been
too many incidents, and as he said
when it was over, that was that. Ina
few hours of discussion with the Strike
Committee he dispelled the tension
and was able to demonstrate that in
Barcelona the dreaded CNT - or what
there was of it at the time — could be
just as peaceable and ‘civilised’ as the
obliging Comisiones Obreras. The
people of Barcelona for their part

support

Gay News is the only mass-c
newspaper in this country
for homosexuals. Mary ‘| don't hate
homosexuals’ Whitehouse's successful
prosecution of Gay News means a
revival of the common law of

reulation
ecifically

blasphemy which was last used in 1921,
the statutory law of blasphemy was
repeafed in 1956. Judge King-Hamilton

defined blasphemous libel as any
published writing about christ or
christianity that would ‘tend to cause a
breach of the peace’ which he
explained as: ‘inclined to pre
arouse angry feeling'. His bel
throughout the trial was widely
condemned in the days following the
verdict of guilty. Gay N \
given a sentence of nine months
suspended for eighteen months, and
fined £500. Gay News fined £1000
and costs were awarded against the
defendants, who now face a legal bill
for more than £10,000. They are
appealing against the conviction on 28
different counts

We hold no illusions about Gay News,
In many ways it 1s a sexist newspaper
But it was attacked because it is gay,
the prosecution was not just abot
blasphemy, but about the right of gay
people to organise and communicate
with each other. The attack on Gay
News is an attack on all gay people in
this country, it is part of the developing
backlash against gays—increasing police
prosecutions and harassment and
Increasing attacks in the streets. It is
part of the erosion of civil liberties and
the increase in physical attacks on
hlacks, women, and trade unionists as
well as lesbians and gay men.

Because of this the gay community
has chosen this issue as the point where
it is going to make a stand and resist.
For the first time in the history of the
Gay Movement we are asking for the
support of non-gay groups as well as
l:obilising our Own community.
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How you can help: take the
solution below to your trade union
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CNT blows small but siniﬁcant strike

celebrated the end of the strike with
huge queues for petrol for a holiday
weekend. Public understanding and
solidarity were not overwhelming, the
Guardia Civil did not even need to
threaten the workers to any extent
although they did anyway, from
force of habit — some petrol customers
were ready to do their job for them.
The Comisiones Obreras did not
hesitate to denounce the strike; the
main work of organisation fell to the
CNT, their Transport Syndicate, at the
request of a petrol worker militant, had
decided on solidarity with the strike.
The CNT then — as the press wrote -
‘went into its baptism of fire with a
strike that would not be staged in the
workshop but in the open air, with just
one adversary - the employers — but
a wider and more contradictory one -
the people in the street’. The very wide
scattering of workplaces necessitated
a complex organisation which gave the
unpaid agitators no rest. The primary
task was to spread up-to-date
information to give the lie to the
bosses' version. The strike was directed
by a committee elected in the daily
mass meeting. Additionally, solidarity
throughout the province was
coordinated by a ‘supercommittee’.
Unusually, the idea of a
‘supercommittee’ had come from the
Liberal Professions Syndicate (LPS)
and not the syndicate concerned. Even
more unusual was the fact that it was

branch, trades council, anti-fascist
group, womens group or civil liberties
group, get it passed and let us know
This branch/group deplores the
erosion of civil liberties evidenced by
the recent use of the antiquated
blasphemy law to convict Gay News
and its editor Denis Lemon. This
branch|qroup calls for the repeal of
the blasphemy law and the quashing
of the conviction of Gay News and
its editor and urges its members o
support the forthcoming national
demonstration in London.
The demonstration will be on Saturday
Feb 11., embling at Temple
Embankment at 1 pm. There isa
mendous amount of anger building
up over the prosecution and we expect
this to be the largest gay demonstration

| ever in this country

| the Defence

|
|
|
|

Donations are urgently needed by
“ommuttee organising the
campaign, however large or small

Affiliate your organisation
minimum £5. If you join as an
individual pay what you can afford
Over fifty organisations have now
affiliated. As well as gay groups these
include trades union groups, trades
councils, anti-fascist and political
groups. Messages of solidarity have
been received from the gay movements
in Norway, Australia, and even from
our persecuted sisters and brothers in
fascist Brazil.

The affiliation of non-gay groups
has been effective in building up our
morale and determination, For
anarchists, the self-organisation of an
oppressed community is the essence of
Libertarian politics. Our community
has chosen this moment to resist its
oppression—give us your support.

6 Alan Bray

For further information contact: The
National Gay News Defence Committee
146 Mayall Road, London SE24.01-274
01-274-1843.

Zero is affiliated to the Gay News

Defence Committee.
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conceived of as being a closed
committee (usually in anarcho-
syndicalist organisation only
committees elected to fulfil specific
organisational tasks are closed) and
that it assumed quasi-executive powers
(in flat contradiction to the spirit of
anarcho-syndicalist organisation)

One has to look at the composition
of the LPS and the part it played in the
Catalan Regional Assembly last
September to understand this new
tendency within the CNT. The LPS is
a synidate of architects, doctors,
lawyers etc, a kind of ‘status’ syndicate
which has theoretically no place in an
anarcho-syndicalist organisation where
architects are organised in the Building
syndicate, doctors in the Health
syndicate, and so on. Thus in some
ways the composition of the LPS is
bourgeois.

In the early sessions of the Regional
Assembly two different approaches to
the CNT's orientation, anarchist and
pure syndicalist (trade unionist), began
to emerge, the outcome of which was
reflected in the composition of the new
Regional Committee. Only one person
was re-elected from the outgoing
anarchist based Committee. This off-
loading of militants with proven
anarchist experience is discernable in
other ways, along with the rise of
others who a few months previously
did not even belong to the organisation
or were actually in political parties.

The direction of the petrol strike
along purely trade-unionist lines
therefore accorded exactly with the
composition of the Regional
Committee. True the strike showed a
tendency to radicalisation, its co-
ordination helped by unpaid libertarian
militants, but at the very moment this
radicalisation should have been
extended the strike was dissolved —
through the strike committee’s decision
to accept the outcome of negotiations
without putting it to the vote of the
mass meeting. Even if some success
was-achieved, in that the strike was
total in Barcelona city and there was
80-90% participation in the province,
it was still conducted by the CNT
exactly in the way the Comisiones
Obreras would have run it ‘except
that the CNT does not have the
| numerical strength of the COs’, as a
“cnmudv in Barcelona put it.

T'he South East and London
Anarchist/Libertarian conference, the
first to be held since Warwick three

| year sago, took place over January 27/
28/29 at Essex University. Organised
on sexual palitics and communication,
around 150 people took part. We
hope it will prove to be a watershed in
the anarchist movement’s history.

On the Friday night a planning
meeting took place to finalise
workshops and other conference
details. From the hostility with which
the already scheduled all women's and
all men's workshops were challenged
it became clear that confrontation
aver the issue of sexual politics was
likely to dominate the entire weekend
end. This was borne out as the
workshops got underway,
workshaps not on sexual politics
rarely got beyond haostile conflict over
sexism, while workshops on sexual
politics were of necessity taken up
with discussing what was happening
in the conference itself,

The women's workshop began with
a caherent supportative discussion in
which we tried to clarify the links
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[ Befreiung translated

Meanwhile the CNT inte
Barcelona's police chief,
paper E/ Noticiero Uniy
Spanish Radio and TV aut
100,000,000 pesetas (£.6
following their campaign
CNT with the petrol boml
which gutted Barcelona’s Scal
casino/dance hall complex:
18 killing four workers. Thy
the Scala came only a few
the CNT had staged a mas
demonstration against the Pai
Moncloa (the Spanish Socia
and the forthcoming reformi
steward elections, and the spi
which 80-90 anarchist militant
rounded up immediately afte
attack suggested that from the
it was going to be used (if it ha
been created) to divert atten|
from the CNT’s opposition t
Pacte and if possible discred
as well. The CNT has consisten
denied any connection with th
action, in fact 75% of the S¢
force are CNT members, yet
police announced that the t
women and six men they wel
with the attack were not only
members of the CNT but als
good measure, members of thi
and JL (Libertarian Youth) asw
organisations set up — according
police — to ‘destroy the Spai
through organised terrorism’.
Noticiero Universal’s editorial
next day continued in the saj
‘Moreover, we are worried b
indications we have of the rey
the anarchism of former tim:
can lead to such tragic demo|
as yesterday’. o
The CNT, well aware that
sustaining a carefully concerts
campaign aimed at checking
re-emergence as a mass move
over the last two years, has ¢l
media authorities to cede equ
airtime and press space to the f
reply. In a communique issued”
the Scala incident the CNT des
the campaign as ‘an attempt b
opponents of this organisation’
alienate the working class from:
anarcho-syndicalist movement int
order to obscure the fact that!
is the only syndicate that refut

sign the Pacte de Moncloa'

between our anarchism and @
feminism. On the whole we:
agreement on the need both f@
autonomous women's movem|
to develop feminism within
anarchist movement. These
were not shared by some of
in the conference who saw
evidence of sexism in the
movement and attached lif
importance to patriarchal o
At times throughout the
women were belittled an:
insulted, and their ideas |
Often by men who claime
‘insulted’ by our allegatio
The original idea b
workshop was to discuss
anarchists in the gay mo
organise, and consider th
of forming anarchist gay"
groups, But in the evan
centred around the ind
shown 1o gay politics
at the canference. All
was a destructive day. S
mare constructive alt
part it was devoted
previous day's wol




T and macho
ring which bore aut
t women had made

ccanvened ant-
t press workshop dealt
many of the basics of co-operatit

g and sharing resources,
setting up a working group
rthi basis for an antisexist
Lgress netwark. The precedence of two
thizds of the movement’s 15 national
cations meeting for the first time
sufficlent to prevent the initial

A workshop degenerating into the

fest three hours of the weekend
workshaps were held on
feducation, philosophy, organisation
and learning ta use fitha.

Somie of us came away depressed
although others of us saw what
happened as more constructive. This
Lwas after all the conferenice at which
Fominist and homosexual politics
vaised their angry beautiful heads and

The sudden folding of the Other Cinema
Lon Dec 16 just a few hours belare it was
due to premiere the major new feminist
film Shirin § Wedding was not just a
bitter Christmas present for the statf of
Lomdon's anly collectively run cinema,
but also raised 2 question mark over the
future of radical independent cinerna in
this country. The decision to close came

4 ust three days after the British Film

‘Institute, at an emergency meeting of

its governing bourd, redeclared its

refusal to provide the Other Cinema

with a cash transfusion. The BF s

‘was :qu.iéled to the 200 strong
C d supporters .
the BF's !gﬁm Streer

 outside

Theadquarters in the following

Istatement. “Over the past six months
the BFI have been examining the
situation and will continue to examine
the situation to see if it can be of any
possible assistance. However, it is clear
that the BF | is unable to make any
financial contribution on a scale to
satisfy the cinenva’s current needs”
One does not have 1o look far o find
the reasons for the BFI's compl y
and eynicism. It is no secret that
since the setting up of the Othier Cinema
to ‘distribute and cxhibit indepent
cinems' the off/ciol state funding
agency forindependent cinema has
Been seversly embarrassed by the
somewhat parallel, and avertly
activities of the Other Cinema. The
more 5o since the Other Cinema scored
direct successes with films (W/nstanle
Riddles of the Sphinx, Before
Hindsight) that the BF | had itselt
produced.
* Staried by Pere Sainsbury and Nick
Hart Wilkiams in 1970 with just a
handful of films given free by Jean-luc
L Godard and sympathetic Latin
Amsrican directors, the Other Ginema
{TOC) slowly established 4 strong

“eatalogue of Left, feminist and

experimental fifms which included
Battle of Algiers and Irelund Behind the
. Zero readers will, additionally,

ley and Lo Cecilia. Over the
five years it colfectivised iself,
n regular Sunday film-niihrs t the
Hegiate, leased the empty Kings Cross
11 b0 premiere Batlle of Alglers,
4 in the process set its sights on
njg 118 own cinema. After
f touking around TOC took an
gﬂew of the new basement
o fam Stieet, the site of
la, and faunched a massive
find the £40,000

hristAon the dole Vfor the>r (:Z‘inérma

refused 1o go away. Essex could have
been the first conference of 4 new,
sexpel conscious, anarchist politic,
but left us instead determined that it
should e the tast of theofd. The
amarchist movement wilt fail fo
accamplish anything until it has come
to terms with the oppression of men
over women. Towards this there
seemed to be general agreement that
the next confarence, which anarchists
from Cambridge offered 10 organise,
should be specifically on sexual
politics.

Lp’s of their choice should be
speeding to Essex Libsoc for loving
arganisation of conference and food
(Quiche Louise Michel . . Muesli
Malatesta. .), Swansea anarchists for
running the creche and Rising Free for
its bookbus. Finally, for the future,
we learnt that the organising group
should be given the responsibility of
Ischeduling agendas and workshops in
ladvance, and that futare conferences
Ishould be advertised as antisexist,
tunless of course they are not.

{1 Patsie, Sharon, Pete, Richard

went ahead, with the appeal Tund
{ standing atan apparent £37,000. The
cinema opened on Dec 16 '76 with a
stunning programme of films of which
the centrepiece was the new BF I feature
Winstanfley. With the telegrams and the
| optimism, and steady box-offi
! receipts, it seemed no mistake at the
{time that the fundraising should lapse
! Later TOC was to find out that not only
| had the final cost of fitting and
{ equipping the cinema risen to some
| £62,000, but that the appeal fund
| showed an unexpected shortfall. The
cinema itsell broke almost even from the
the start, but the devere cash flow
problem presented by this initial
| capital deficit was to dog it relentlessly
manth after month, and finally force it
{into liguidation.
In Dec '76 TOC approached the BFI
I to see it clear of its difficulties. The BFI
i responded by setting up a working
party to “examine management of the
Other Cinema in relationship to the
{ financial situation and programming
policy” The working party took till
to report, by which time the TOC
ve had all taken 4 voluntary 20
! wage cut. The report was wholly
stable. Reading between the
se was clear. If the BF!
support at all it would be
ted, and then onfy in exchange fos
e sort of control. The conditions
ied to be the abandonment of
ilective management and not 'going
*on its financial affairs. In short
BF | saw the responsibility for TOC's

[=7)

| the

i future firmly in terms of individual

;prh\e!': support {without explaining
how it could be enlisted without
| publicising the sitvation)

The cinema had other problems too
{ The attendance slump which all cinemas
face over the summer was under way;
there were frictions between the
[ distribution and cinema sides of the
leallective, but mare acute was the
programming situation. The lull in
independent film making over the last
1wo years was causing the supply of
suitable features to dry up. This
problem was made worse by the fact
that TOC had fittle or no money with
which to secure the new films that were
available.

September saw the launch of an
abartive 'Save The Other Cinema’
campaign. 115 posters, supplying no
ather information than the campaign
slagari, must have gone a long way o
reassuring peoplé that the TOC crisis
was gl a serious one. Unsurprisiogly
the campaign netted just £1000. Most
peaple still did not know Lapdon was
about 1o lose its only Left and feminist
film venue: For a dispirited gollective,
Asplit aver the need to jeopal both

their credit and al
subsidy by ‘going.

Asituation, and at t

immersed in the crisis themselves that it
was difficult to evaluate the priority of
getting information out, it was an easy
but fatal mistake. Fime Out itsell, even
though it thought the situation serious
enough to refuse all TOC advertising
artwork not accompanied by cheque,
repeatedly held back on the
topportunity of reporting on it.

When the builders, Brent Walker,
TOC's largest creditor took out a high
court writ to secure their outstanding
debt, the end followed swiftly. TOC
demanded that the BFI decide
immediately on its pending application
for a £35,000 cashinjection withoo
L£20,000 yearly subsidy for two years, As
|we know the BFI did not provide that
lsupport and just 14 manths after opening
the cinema closed its doars.

How is it that in its screening of Left
and feminist films (often films that
would find general release elsewhere in
Europe), its attempts to bring film
makers and film audiences together
{directly, and its aspirations towards a
truly popular cinema the Other Cinema
generated so little support? The answer
fies in the Left in this country’s total
diffidence 16 what it mistakenly calls
‘culture’. The Left's continued failure
to sec in cinema anything other than
what is bourgeois, unless a film has
overt agitprop content, left JOC in a
limbo. Too radical for the BF I and seen
15 too bourgeois for the Left, support
never came from anywhere other than
independent film makers themselves
| Even Left groups for whom TOC staged
| benefits did not reciprocate solidarity
{ when it was needed,
| The cinema itself is in the process of
| being sold by the liquidator. Although
tone bid is likely to come from one of
ithe Other Cinema’s cofounders,now
!backvd by a consortium, it is unlikely

that the venue will ever see programmes
of the kind TOC ran again. But however
much the Left deserves itrevolutionary
{cinema will not just go away. It seems
Hfairly certain now that the distribution

istdv of TOC will survive the liquidation.
| Struggling under its own £18,000
ideficit (incurred through being
{averstretched in its efforts Lo sustain
{the film programmes of the last ycar)
{and trying to steer clear of BFI control,
they are organising a string of benefits
throughout February and March. And

twho can be sure that sumewhere in the
|back of their minds there isn’t the dark
[ambition to sometime, somewhere,
|show those kind af films again? Next

[time let's be ready

|
| Martin Ginge

|

Christianiafaces

fresh eviction moves

:f)h April Fool's Day 1976 the "Free
| Town' of Christiania, Denmark's 700
strong, six year long squat, faced

| eviction from the government. 30,000
| peoplé came to Coperthagen and formed
i 2 human chain~-hand in hand--around
! Christiznia in a mass symbolic gesture.
|

A

= | within as from without. Much of the

Christiania,
Christiania is
basis creating betw:
out of the land. Each al
meetings and there is inte
between area meetings ai
Comman Meetings, Common
usually accur when there is
particularly eritical situati
no leaders, and a lack of com
but meetings are hadly
Separate Working Groups deal
cconomics, information, negotia
community action, and so on. Wo
mouth is the main and best means.
communication, although thereare 3
newspapers--both ‘internal’ and
‘external’—plus a radio station.
People live from crafts, student
grants, or outside part-time jobs.
few are on the dole, Inside, short
and low pay ensures more :
“employment ristiania houses:
enterprises as diverse as a bakery
and rolls from 5 am,) a cobblel
“permanent jumble-sale* 1o a sy
bath-house; a creche, kindergarten
embryonic ‘school” to municipal —
seryices—rubbish collection, shit-bin
emptying and street cleaning.
On the outside, the Support.
Christiania Group has some tactic:
planned should an eviction attem
made, The main aim seems to be
stretch police resources 1o t
situation is envisaged whet
police to protesters is 1:10

call up thousands of peo
abroad) should any mass-

already on ‘stand-by ' expectin
go to decentralized depots an
already printed posters and handl
ready for posting onto lorries, b
trains, policecars . .. There are ra
transmitters ready to break into noi
radio channels, It is assumed the pofi
will try to surround the area and sut
off from the arriving suppart: plans
{exist (o distract forces away from
| Christiania and thereby ease acCess.
add 1o this, some reports state that the
Police Union is dgainst invalvemen c
mass eviction at Christiania. Other trade
unions with members who would be
involved in demolition, have also
expressed support for Christiania,
Nevertheless the future of Christians
remains in jeopardy - as much fram

A

linformation coming out of the ‘Free
| Town' has stressed the need for ‘non
violent resistance’. U, as seems likely,
this stress derives more trom 60s st

optimism rather than a 705 nan-violent
ararchism, the end’of Christian R
come about more from tactical
ineffectiveness than the combined
of army and police, whe are in

resort unlikely to disobey orders
side with Christiania against the §

[ Pete Brawne



Riots have been a persistent feature of
prison life in Spain for the last ten years
During this time seven people have been
killed and many seriously injured. The
most recent wave of rioting originated
the summer before last when, on July
28, the government declared an
amnesty for political prisoners which
totally ignored ‘common’ prisoners, As
news of their exclusion from the
amnesty spreaa prisoners reacted by
going onto the roofs to demonstrate
their anger. They also began to talk
about organising. As a result of the
disturbances thirty four prisoners were
transferred to other prisons, mainly to
the central prison at Ocana, thirty miles
south of Madrid, where the organisation
begun on the roofs acquired strength,
and COPEL (Coordinadora de Presos
Espanoles en Lucha—Coordination of
the Prison Struggle) was formed to
unite prisoners across Spain in revolt
against their subhuman living
conditions. And when these prisoners
were moved again the movement spread
with them. In January this year COPEL
issued its first manifesto, The Demands
of COPEL, calling for the abolition of
Franco's laws and prisons in favour of a
popular justice.

COPEL demands: 1. A rmajor reform
of the Penal Code and the Law of
Judicial Procedure, to bring justice to
the people. At present justice Is a thing
exclusively for the use of the ruling
class. 2. The abolition of military
tribunals, the Law of Social Danger and
the Law of Public Health. The sole
purpose of these laws is to legitimise
dictatorship and repression. 3. The
abolition of Franco's prison codes. The
legalisation of prisoners associations to

[

[
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that occurred last February, serious
rioting has spread to prisons throughout
Spain from Basauri to Cordoba,
Barcelona to El Puerto each supported
by growing popular feeling outside. An
anarchist prisoners support group,
formed within the CNT, questioning the
existence of prisons at all in a recent
explanation of what they were doing,
said ‘It can only be hypocrisy to suggest
|that prisoners in them. If one thing is

| clear it must be that prisons do neither—
| rather, as has ofter said, they

| corrupt those inside them. Prison is
society’s ultimate and most brutal
defence against those who undermine
its norms. Prisons, like other

| institutions of society, are closely

béc
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|| bound up with ‘normality’—in this case
|the norm of law. ‘Normality' and

| legality’ are defined by the powerful,

|in their own interests. The ‘legality” of
the powerful inevitably creates its

| opposition, ‘crime rmality, law and
crime are only concepts defined by

[ those in power for their own purpose.

If you reject the society they

presuppose, they become meaningless.

Support for the prisoners struggle s a
great deal more than an act of charity, It

I B s

is an indisbensible part of the struggle

watch over our rights and to bring their
Infringement to public attention
Democratic rights in all prisons. 4
removal of all magistrates, public
prosecultors, judges, police and prison
officers appointed by Franco, regardless
of rank. The creation of jurles chosen
from the people. The creation of
popular commisions directly in charge

The

of prisons. 5. While a new prison code
Is being prepared, major improvements

conference

November 19/20 saw the first Northern
anarchist-feminist conference, in Leeds'
Swarthmore Centre. Although not
widely publicised 40 women attended
from all over the North of England, a
good size for a conference: not big
enough to be fraught and impersonal.
Rather than having workshops on
specific subjects the conference was
organised in small groups which stayed
together throughout the weekend. This
seemed to work very well, working
through the agenda together rather

than having to choose between
different workshops. You felt part of a
group, talk flowed very easily from
issue to issue, always returning to our
own experience, and we were all sorry
to split up at the end

Discussion centred on two broad
areas, The first around questions of
lifestyle— problems of working with/
living with men, with women; issues
around sexuality, monogamy and
jealousy, many of us were trying or had
tried to live in non-exclusive
relationships, and though our responses
varied widely, could sympathise with
one another’s struggles, child-care ,
especially the problems of mothers and
children living collectively. We talked
alot about children- the difficulty of
getting people to take real collective
responsibility for them, our own
feelings of possessiveness,

The second major area of concern
was the complex of issues around rape,
violence and the struggle against fascism.
We discussed our experiences of
violence, sexual and other assaults,
together with our own fears. Some of
us tended to look far non-violent
responses while others were willing in
theory 1o hurt men badly, although our
experience was that we were in general
incapable of violent self-defence, our

p abeq g7, piew/Amniqay Golaz

First Northern anarchist-feminist

deep conditioning overriding our
feminist decisions. Many of us had been
been critical of Zero printing the
London Anti-Rape group's statement
uncritically, Although we agree that
rape must be recognised as a crime we
felt it wrong for feminists and
anarchists not to admit to any doubts
about using the police, courts and
prison to deal with rape.

The final plenary session consisted of
(hard to summarize) general discussion
of the direction of the anarcha-feminist
movement (or whatever). Although
very positive, the issues got really
tangled and women obviously did have
quite deep disagreements. Some
women felt we should be getting into
more action, others wanted to see the
development of clearer revolutionary
theory. There was some debate around
the idea of working out theory—some
sisters seeing in theory the beginning of
a monolithic anarcha-feminist ‘line’ and
others seeing descent into vagueness
and confusion in its absence. Again, to
what extent does our use of the word
‘anarchism’ tie us to the male anarchist
tradition? There was a general feeling
that ‘old anarchists’ should be read
with a feminist consciousness for what
is useful in them, but most women who
attended would see patriarchy as the
most fundamental Torm of oppression,
and authoritarian behaviour as having
its roots in the patriarchal family, a
perspective which clearly necessitates
considerable revision of traditional
anarchism. | think everyone found the
conference, and its soclal (with
Clapperclaw) constructive and
enjoyable

We decided to convene another
conference for carly this year. (Other
ﬁions organise them for yourselyes!)

Sophie Laws

| should be made in sanitation, hyglene
and prisan food, and in prisoners’
contact with the outside. The inhuman
punishment cells should be closed. The
exploitation in the workshops should be
ended. The prisoners transferred as a
result of the events at Carabanchel last
February should be immediately
returned. 6. COPEL does not regard
prison reform as its ultimate objective,
although It does see It as a necessary
stage. !ts ultimate objective is to open
prisons up. They should cease to be
places of punishment. They should be
places where someone who has
committed a crime would be treated as
a human being with physical and
emotional needs, and with rights which
must be respected In all circumstances
7. We are outcasts. We have been
Judged and condemned with Inpunity
by openly fascist tribunals and under
unjust laws. We have a right to amnesty,
fo give us an equal part in the building
of a more Just social system. Finally
our principal aims are: to establish a
basis of organisation for all the
prisoners of the state, to struggle within
the prisons for our demands, and to be
part of the struggle of all people against
‘reformed dictatorship ' and toward's
democracy and soclalism

At the beginning of June COPEL
called a strike. Immediately a thousand
prisoners struck in the workshops and
some fifteen hundred prisoners
commenced hunger-strike. Prisoners’
families began, for the first time, to
take part in COPEL organisation (12
were subsequently imprisoned for their
part). To draw attention to the strike
demands COPEL members repeatedly
cut their wrists in court rooms whenever
called to appear. The strike was called
off during the election campaign and all
political parties involved were called on
to recognise the demands of the prisoner
prisoners. ‘But it got us nowhere.
They have done nothing for us, only
Accion Comunista and the CNT have
helped us. The rest—nothing. But why
should we expect them to help, or even
understand us, as they never helped us
when they were prisoners themselves? :
People like Camacho, Sartorius, Sanchez
Montero, Lobarto (all trade union
leaders or Communists) who Jave spent
50 many years behind bars, ignore us as
if we were filth without even the right
to live . . . yet, they have been criminals
just like us, for having broken unjust
laws .. . or is it that they were
convicted by fascist tribunals and we
were not?’

Since the major riot at Carabanchel

against power and exploitation.”
[JEdited and translated from Bicicleta

by Alan Bray

COPEL staged a further demonstration
in their campaign for complete amnesty
on Jan 17, when 200 prisoners at
Barcelona's Modelo prison cut their
wrists or swallowed dangerous objects.

| The remaining 800 prisoners began a
\simultaneous hunger strike.

i-ieééitiné and
Bryant get just
‘desserts

| Ever felt like squelching a gooey,
sticky, cream topped pie right in the
face of one—or more—of the bosses and
media stars who manage modern life?
| Affirmative? Then read with caution.
Pieing leading public shitheads has been
a regular recourse of America's
dispossessed ever since the emergence
| of the Yippie movement, but until the
| Anarchist Party of Canada (Groucho-
| Marxist) called for an International Pie
| Week for November 4-11, no attempt
!imd been made to unleash an offensive
| nationwide
‘ Friday November 4 saw the first
action as Watergate conspirator Frank
Sturgis gets a pie as he leaves a New
York courthouse. Unlucky pieperson
Aron Kay is caught while making his
escape. (Two days later Kay urged ‘Let
a thousand pies fly’ during a San
| Francisco smoke in and was
immediately pied himself). On the
Monday Canadian Groucho-Marxists of
the APC(G-M) dramatically splat
federal cabinet minister Marc Lalonde
with a Bug Cream pie. In Vancouver
three days later cabinet minister Ron
Basford is next victim of a pie in the
face. Basford had recently signed
extradition papers on American Indian
Movement militant Leonard Peltier,
sending him back to face two life
sentences. Responsibility for the action
was claimed by the New Questioning
Coyote Brigade. The same day yet
another cell of the APC(G-M) strikes in
Regina, close to the American border.
A meeting is taking place called by the
President of Robinhood Multifoods ta
defend the shooting of seven strikers
at his Montreal flour mills, During the
meeting a Groucho-Marxist walks onta

continued next page
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Harmless pie thro

Eight people are to appear in court
from March 21 , after being arrested
on a demonstration in London on
December 10, held to protest against
the murders of the RAF prisoners in
Stammheim and Stadelheim prisons
About 200 people took part in the

Black Aid group as part of an
international day of action. There
a large number of police present
throughout

After a few comrades had been
allowed to hand in a list of demands to
the German Embassy, including the
immediate release of lrmgard Moeller
who survived the Stammheim Killings,
and of Klaus Croissant, one time lawyer
of some of the RAF prisoners, now
himself facing a life (or death) sentence
in Stammheim; the police informed us
‘you’ve had your little march so now
you cin all go home'. The march was
then split in two by the police, with a

s Anita Bryant &

march, which had been arganised by the

“ots hers yel

american anti-gay crusader and
generally one of the most unpleasant
n the universe, was attending a
| press conference in Des Moines, lowa
While talking about the ideas behind

her proposed “homosexual

| peopl

rehabilitation centers”, pieperson Tom
liggin epped up and nice
¢ air t? A sobbing Bryvant made
an undignified exit, praying
the Y
vn M {eseltin
No er 4. As he sat
1 ) 1 his pie
| o 1 pic
shielding his face it
| Hor (9] ream on nis suit
r ¢d students of the
s Conservative Associatior
J organised the meeting, chasec
1S he 1C i

»d through the

Eight arrests as police diSpefse
Stammheim demonstration

group of around 40 of us being told to
continue marching, while the rest were
told to disperse

Those told to continue decided to
head for the nearest tube station. About
| 100 yards from the station the police
again stopped us and told everyone to
split up into groups of 2 or 3 before we
could go any further. A scuffle started
|as they began to forcibly take down the
few flags and banners people were still
lh-»M'm[ Then the pigs let fly, arresting
‘-«: beating up anyone they felt like
|

doing
| The 8 arrested were taken to Gerald
“l-‘uml station, while other people were
pushed down into the tube and onto the
the nearest train. Of those arrested 7 have
have been charged with obstruction and
one with assault. Two German

comrades have had their passports

taken by the police. All have pleaded

not guilty and been remanded on bail
after two court appearances

Longstanding militant, writer and

| founder of the international anarchist
review Interrogations, Louis Mercier
Vega, suicided on November 26, at the
age of 63, in France. Founding
Interrogations in 1974, he ran the
review for its first two years before
passing control over the the ‘Italian
management' of the Turin collective
Determined that he himself would
decide the conclusion of his activism
rather than physical or mental
deterioration, he had announced to
close friends shortly before his death
that in 1973 he had taken a decision to
live four years. An anarchist militant
from youth, he was a founding member
of the International Group of the
Durrutti column, fighting in Saragosa,
Sietamo, Farlete and Peroliguera. With
the crushing of Republican Spain he
worked tirelessly in support of Spanish
comrades, eventually taking refuge in

| South America at the start of the
second world war. On returning to
France, Mercier Vega concentrated his
work for twenty years on observation
ind analysis of Latin American society
Apart from these writings (he also
wrote under the names Santiago Parane
aind Charles Ridel—names reflecting his
Chilean/French origins) he is best

known for his book L 'increvable
ent Anarchism),
). He died at a
although tired, friends knew him
be happy, strong and confident in
Interrogations’ The
forthcoming /nterrogations 13 contains
ain interview with Mercier
Vega, together with his essay ‘Affinity
Groups’, one of the first studies of the
sational problem within the
specific anarchist movement

anarchisme (Res

published in 197 point

when

new collective

in tribute,

rgan

I'hiree days before Christmas at the

IUM Bailey Anarchist Black Cross
f members Phil Ruff, Dave Campbell and
Brian Gibbens were each given a harsh
seven years on counts of armed robbery
and possession of fircarms following the
hold up of a Lewisham betting shop last
October at which all three were
ed. Currently in Wormwood

| Scrubs the three face
remission, at least three years, unless
their appeal is successful. Phil Ruff is a
writer on the Anarchist Black Cross
| paper Black Flag and Dave Campbell is
1+ member of the Cockaygne folk group

rving, with

| Milanese author and friend of
Duchamp, Arturo Schwartz, the only
er to have slapped Tristan
Tzara's face and shout 'Stalinist
bastard’ simultaneously, stopped off in
London recently on his way to Canada
ind the United States to finalise details
for the launching of a new anarchist
cultural magazine Anarchos. Schwartz
said the magazine would come out four
times a year, a single theme to each
issue, and should include writing by
Bookchin, Marcuse and Chomsky. Plans
already exist for an English language
edition if Anarchos meets with Italian
“ success

person ¢

i The anniversary of the charges against
| Crispin Aubrey, John Berry and
Duncan Campbell, who are thought to
have originally incurred the wrath of

| the British Defence establishment by

| their suggestion that Britain’s own

| Signals Intelligence (SIGINT) was
|largely under the thumb of the

| American National Security Agency,
loccurs on February 19. A glance at
Agitprop shows that the ABC Defence
Campaign plans to celebrate the
anniversary in its own special way. So
too the Special Branch. They spent the
|end of the month visiting a large
|number of people connected with The
Leveller and Peace News informing
them that both magazines were to be
charged with contempt of court for
publishing the name of the mysterious
Colonel 'B’, prosecution witness at
Aubrey, Berry and Campbell's

committal hearing last November,
Colonel ‘B’ is of course, as readers of
Ithe Dec "74 issue of the Royal Signals
magazine Wire will know, Colonel

H.A. Johnstone ex-Royal Signals now
with Army General Staff D124 { ie
SIGINT). Peace News and The Leveller
need our support, initially by all
anti-authoritarian papers reprinting in
solidarity. It is no coincidence that the
threatened magazines have the largest
circulation of all the anti-authoritarian
press.

Currently sustaining the fullest force
of racism in this country, the Asian
community has the least developed
political consciousness of its own
experience and identity of all black
groups. Until recently the choice facing
Asian militants has been to work either
| with the South Asian left or with the
‘lcil here, both inadequare in terms of
|dealing with racism in Britain
(eighteen months ago IS [SWP now|
lost three quarters of its black caucus
following the relegation of its campaign
igainst racism in favour of the Right
To Work). However the serting up of
Asian women's centres in Manchester
| and Battersea, and, more recently, the

launching of Mukti, an English language
Asian militant paper for Southall youth,
are signs that this is now changing.
Produced by a group of Indian,
Pakistani and Singhalese militants
| meeting since last June, the pilot issue
| of Mukt/ (Liberation) sold out soen
| after it appeared in December. Despite
| the favourable response to the pilot
| issue the collective was left critical of
its own political position, which it saw
| as having too many residues of white
| analysis, rather than black experience,
| of racism. Having taken the interim
‘ months 1o develop in a more black
nationalist direction, Mukti will appear
regularly from March, and can be
contacted c/o Hortus Road, Southall,
| Middlesex (01-328 5338)00

s

| Zero is an anarchist/anarcha-feminist
newsmagazine produced by a mixed

| collective, mainly from East London
(see Anarchism/Feminism in Zero 1 for
a statement of our ideas). Zero is
looking for streetsellers (pick up Zeros
from Rising Free—cash returned against
unsold copies) and distributors abroad.

| Contact us through address below.

| Production: Zero Collective.
01-359 9791. c/o Rising Free,
182 Upper Street, Islington,

| London N1. England

Typcscning; Bread 'n Roses.
014854432 -~ & . % 3
Process Camera: Chris Broad
01-359 4794

| UK Distribution: Publications
| Distribution Coop. 01-251 4976

USA Distribution: Carrier Pigeon,
88 Fisher Avenue, Boston,
Massachussetts, 02120

| TSSN 0140 3826

‘ Anticopyright if this credit: Zero,
anarchist/anarcha-feminist
newsmagazine, is given, except ror
commercial use for which standard
copyright applies.

% Sorry for this issue's lateness. In one
or two Issues time Zero will be printing
an Anti-authoritarian Yellow Pages as a
special supplement. All activities/
campaigns/magazines/press/
organisations/groups who see
themselves as anti-authoritarian should
send us the following information on a
filing card, regardless of whether they
have been listed in agitprop, as soon as
possible: 1) Name of group; 2) Brief
description of activities and/or other
necessary information; 3) Updated
contact address/phone no.
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Anti-authoritarian Revolutionary Movement: D

on the other hand was strongly supportive. For

{
!
 THE TASK OF REVOLUTIONARIES 1S TO MAKE

. THE REVOLUTION. THE TASK OF

i REVOLUTIONARIES IN THE UNITED STATES ISTO
" MAKE THE REVOLUTION HERE,

t

¥

Nobody else can do it for us; and it is for ourselves that
we make the revolution—all of us, as comrades and eguals
together.

| THERE HAS BEEN NO SUCCESSFUL WORKING

. CLASS REVOLUTION IN ANY ADVANCED
INDUSTRIAL COUNTRY.

i The nearest thing, in recent years, have been the
unsuccessful attermnpts of 1968, in France and
Czechoslovakia.

?”\

e

| REVOLUTIONS OF THE 20TH CENTURY,
BEGINNING WITH THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION OF
1917, HAVE ALL OCCURRED IN UNDER-
DEVELOPED AND/OR COLONIAL COUNTRIES

1. The strategy and tactics of those revolutions, th

| of the Communist parties, and the developmer 3

i ‘power after those revolutions all reffect that fact, Itis no
accident that a communist movement modeled after and

 dominated by the Russian example, has been uniformly
unsuccessful in making the revolution in an advanced

! industrial society. In those advanced industrial countries,

| JikeFrance, ltaly, Czechosiovakia; East Germany, and—

i by now—Russia, where Communist parties hold strong

| positions of power, whether in the government or,

supposedly, inthe opposition, they have played not a

! revolutionary role, but usually a conservative, or at most

. réformist, role, and often a clearly counterrevolutionary

| one.

COMMUNISM—FROM EACH ACCORDING TO THEIR
| ABILITY, TO EACH ACCORDING TO THEIR NEED
+ IS NOT POSSIBLE UNDER CONDITIONS OF
I SCARCITY. IT IS ONLY POSSIBLE AFTER THE
! PRODUCTIVE FORCES HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED
{ TO THE DEGREE WHERE IMPORTANT GENUINE
. NEEDS CAN IN FACT BE MET.

t Scarcity and the need for capital development create and

I conlinually recreate Inequallity, privilege, exploitation, and
| coercion. The great historical task of the revolutionary
liberation struggles in the underdeveloped world is that
development of the productive forces which in the West
was carried out by capitalism and the bourgeois revolution
In the era of imperialism, that task can no longer be

! carried out by the national bougeoisie or ina '
enterprise”’ framework. The economic and state forms
established by the Communist Party—led revolutions do
nat come after capitalism, but essentlally instead of

* classical capitatism. They initiate a development which

£ in the case of the Soviet Unian, has led not towards
communism but towards relations of production and
forms of organization increasingly similar to the
bureaucratic monopoly capitalism of the United States
Developments (h China, in spite of important differences
and especially the heroic popular struggles in the
cultural revolution,

5

L THE REVOLUTIONARY LIBERATION FIGHTERS IN
THE THIRD WORLD ARE OUR COMRADES AND
ALLIES IN OUR COMMON STRUGGLE AGAINST
THE COMMON ENEMY--THE U.S. IMPERIALIST

5| RULING CLASS.

Their vietories are victaries for us, because they weaken
the stranglehold of the (mperialist cconomic system,
which oppresses us as well as them, In weakening the
imperialists’ ability to rule, they create the preconditions
L for aup successful revolution; they destroy the myth of
e ruling elass’s invincibility and give us confidence in
ability to overthrow it.2 Qur resistance, in turn, aids
struggle by weakening the effectiveness and

frec

imperialism, ‘in the belly of the beast’, the ARM statement has gbviou
basis for closer forms of cooperation between anarchust/hbert‘amfn groups. In oth:
revolutionary anti-authoritarian position consists in and how it differentiates from a

experi t feedback came from people who were in broad agreement, and :
5 O e onsty sur o,upr p;?rt, we hope that further developments of the statement include a more fun

raft Theses For Princip

reliability of the imperialist military, technological 2nd
administrative machine.

WE ARE BOUND TOGETHER IN COMRADESHIP
AND SOLIDARITY.

b

BUT THE TASKS AND PROBLEMS OF OUR
REVOLUTION ARE VERY DIFFERENT FROM
THEIRS, AND THE STRATEGY, TACTICS, AND
ORGANIZATIONAL FORMS OF THEIR STRUGGLE
DO NOT, IN GENERAL, FORM MODELS FOR US

We can and must learn from their experience, as we must
learn from the experience «
in human history. But the 5
zational of the revolutionar
industr ust flow prin
rom the ¢

511 fth

i

en were st sfu

SUPPORT AND SOLIDARITY ARE NOT PRIMARILY
A MATTER OF ADMIRATION OR IMITATION. THE
GREATEST SERVICE WE CAN RENDER THE
PEOPLES OF THE THIRD WORLD IS TO MAKE A
REVOLUTION HERE—IN THE BELLY OF THE BEAST
FOR IN FREEING OURSELVES, WE GET OUR
IMPERIALIST RULING CLASS OFF THEIR BACKS
AND HOW BETTER CAN WE REPAY THEM FOR THE
BLOWS THEY STRIKE TO HELP US BY FREEING
THEMSELVES?

e

THE TASK OF OUR REVOLUTION IS TO DESTROY
THE ECONOMIC POWER OF THE MONOPOLY
CAPITALIST RULING CLASS; TO SMASH ITS
POLITICAL SYSTEM OF DOMINATION WITHIN THE
METROPOLIS-THE BOURGEOIS STATE—-AND WITH
IT TO DESTROY ALL FORMS OF OPPRESSION AND
DOMINATION OF HUMAN BEINGS OVER EACH
OTHER. OUR TASK IS TO REPLACE THE CLASS
SOCIETY OF DOMINATION OF THE MANY IN THE
INTEREST OF THE FEW, BY THE CLASSLESS
COMMUNIST SOCIETY OF FREE AND EQUAL
HUMAN BEINGS.

The economic precondition for Communism—the

development of the productive forces to the stage where

all important genuine needs can patentially be met-

already exists in advanced industrial sacieties. Our

ry task is naf the further develapment of productive
or 1oincrease the efficiency or total amount of

ial production. IT 1S TO OVERTURN THE

CAPITALIST EXPLOITATIVE AND OPPRESSIVE

RELATIONS OF PRODUCTION. It is to turn praduction

from profitable waste and profitable engines of

jestruction to the of human Is. 1tis to

liberate o | from slavery to an economic system

ri sane pursuit of profit and power for the

satistaction

run

monopoly capitalist ruling class; to liberate ourselves
from the syst of material, physical, and psychotogical
dominatian, which function to keep us in that state of
economic slavery; to liberate ourselves from the

dehumanization and alienation of all life and all social
relations which result fram that system

OUR REVOLUTION WILL NOT REPLACE ONE SET
OF ORGANIZERS, ADMINISTRATORS, RULERS, BY
NOTHER SET ON THE GROUNDS THAT THE

SECOND SET IS BETTER EQUIPPED TO RUN THINGS

"FOR US", IN OUR INTEREST. THE PROLETARIAT
WHICH IS THE VAST MAJORITY IN ADVANCED

INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY-WILL RUN THINGS
COLLECTIVELY 8Y OURSELVES, AS EQUALS, AS
WELL AS FOR OURSELVES, WORKING CLASS
POWER IS THE SELF-DETERMINATION OF THE
VAST MAJORITY, NOT THE DICTATORSHIP OF A
VANGUARD PARTY. IN THE NAME OF THE
WORKING CLASS, OVER THE WORKING
THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OVER THE Pi'ilATség&

{ THE POLITBUREAU OVER THE CENTRAL .

| COMMITTEE OVER THE PARTY, OR THE POLIT-

| BUREAU OVER THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE, OR
THE “LEADER"” OVER THE POLITBUREAU.

les Of Unity originated as a xeroxed discussion statement
s relevance for us here. It is the outcome of the concern of
er words an anti-authoritarian revolutionary .
Marxist-Leninist ane. After more than a »
discussion centred around ways of )

8

THE SYSTEM OF PHYSICAL AND F
DOMINATION, WHICH FUNCTIONS T
THE STATE OF ECONOMIC SLAVER
SOCIETY, 1S HIERARCHY AND AUT
ARIANISM IN ALL ITS FORMS

Its main expressions in this society are th
and ageism which oppress and separate us an
against each other, and the c//fix'm_ which ©
vast majority of us to be conformist passive
experts, bureaucrats and self-promoted -
1o “compete" to rise in the huerarchy and
“leaders’” or L ourselves. The st
hierarchy and at

internal-—th

anguard” ¢

“Yeadership’

nd of the

THE PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION IN
INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY WILL BE PROFS
EGALITARIAN, ANTI-AUTHORITARIAN
LIBERATING IN (TS AIMS AND ITS R
A REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT THAT
AND EXPRESSES THIS IN ITS STRATEGYS
TACTICS, AM'D ITS ORGANIZATIONAL
MAKE A REAL CONTRIBUTION TO $
REVOLUTION.
The A.RM. must tunction tgh self-dik
responsible cooperation between equals, i
raclal, sexual, or age divi s, based on conm
respect for people and differences. We rél
in the absence of vali lels, no-one has &
of how to make the r m, and that di
initiative and experimenis among serious
srespecting and supporting each other are &

thro
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Left Bank Bookstore in September

We also recognize that the development of
dely relations as equals, based on mutual
lity, trust, and respect, is no small task. We are
oried to the racist, sexist, ageist and elitist

#or other people and for ourselves, which
take manipulation, and lying to each other and
‘each other over, as matters of course in relations
‘peaple. The struggle to develop and maintain
bility and respect in relations with people is an
most important part of our internal struggle.

It the movernent /s doomed to neurotic ego-

g fuck-up Ineffectuality, or to follow-the-leader
authoritdrign secrarianism.

revalution is a protra
its early stage
will charg

fzationally, w
is autonom
gtives freely co
ther. This seems
e and growth, ar
[BNSe against rey
perience, 2
relations based on 1 ) respect
p between thes <
Betieye that boih aboye-pr nd und
phistruggl: wre needed. in general, we favor [orms
gr ackion of poor and oppre:

It

HE BEAS

'75. Although generated ver h from the experi £ livi insid ican.-. -
e ctica grorios arqund Seaile | gh g very much from the experience of living on the inside of American

iy is not the intention of the ARM stat
statement has been revised and update
tement, there was strong disagreeme
riarchy. Meanwhile Zero prints it for

and to the authoritarian pattern of contempt

including the Left Bank project) to develop a viable anti-authoritarian revolutionary politic as a
ement to start an organisation but to contribute to organisation through discussing whata

d (March '77) into a second draft incorporating a year's suggestions, criticisms and fresh

nt from several groups over its support for guerilla action.! Feedback from imprisoned guerillas
the first time in the UK, to initiate discussion and criticism, and above all, to help get it together.

lead to solidarity and mutual support and increased self-
| confidence among the oppressed—that is, the large
majority of us. We support struggles and actions that
rock the boat; that disturb the working of the empire and
the state; that kick the shims out from under the system
and help bring it down; that weaken the ability of the
ruling class to govern, and tend to destroy its confidence.
We criticize and oppose forms of struggle and
tendencles that would place reliance on the system, tend
to institutionalize the “opposition" withip the system, or
provide careers for “movement leaders’ within the i
system. We oppose tendencies that counteract people's ¢
disillusianment and tend to restore their faith in thei
working of the system, or that tend to encourage leader- |
waorship or passive dependence on a “vanguard™ or on
“gurus’ in the movement. .
Thus we support all struggles of third world peoples I
in the U.S. against the oppressive racist hierarchy af this
syste support the struggle of women and gay
sople against the sexist authoritarian structure and for
J

en

wards cooptation or toward vanguardism

[ of these struggles, i
of young people against the
withority systém, and
young alike against the
ation and phony youth cult

inculcated by the system which degrades people into
commaodities ar ils to be sald, used, discarded and
replaced by the shiny new model.

We support the economic and social struggles of poor
and working people and oppose their bureaucratic
yrkings of the system, whether
ns or poverly bureaucracies. |

containment within the
by CiA-controlled labor

wsupport the struggle for freedom of all these locked down:
in tﬁg overt prisons and “asylums” of the system. 2
We believe in the people arming themselves and learning *
he ultimate defense against the
e f res of the authoritarian ruling chass

r Chile}) and against the rise of a new repressive
upport a wide variety of tactics (use your
including both non-violent direct action as
¢ and guerrilla actions as forms of popular
the system. While being conscious of the
r of elitist tendencies arising in clandestine
ganization, and criticizing and
uardism and elitist false conscious-
»d by existing underground groups, we
sport to these groups and defend them

igainst the repressive onslaught of the

how to use :
repre

remen

force
imagmatior

well as sabe

WE ARE A REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT, AND
THE TASK OF REVOLUTIONARIES ISTO GET IT §
TOGETHER.

NOTES

ire all prisaners in this socicty, but we espeeiallys — f oo
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Laurieston Gay Men’s Week 1977 has been described as both the

tr
ersinrevolt

ustin

stone to social revolution marxism offers no refuge and there have

last spasm of the ‘counter culture’ G.L.F. and as the beginnings of a been few places to go since the collapse of G.L.F. in the early

new interest in the politics of personal liberation. The gay

seventies. The Laurieston conference has left a strong impression

movement, as a mass movement, no longer exists, many gay people “with many of us who were there, but it’s impossible to say if it

have seen the limitations of purely ‘gay’ liberation and in their
search for a ‘wider’ politics have been co-opted by the straight
marxist left. For those who see personal liberation as the corner

For eight day 8 to Jur mething hy we
and 35 gay r we did, and it we were ho
had heard about it th v i aphazard channe o about ourselves
and came to find out wi all about. “It’ tur for some N
out to be ‘us’. We discoy an t iges hover over
were a pretty haphazz most cetops, long )
middle-class, mainly E en. Our moon. Two men go off
politics with CHE arrivals and the circle

activists,socialists, Marx yefore
{ef)feminism, and those
up our own minds. Our age
knowledge of each other from z
everything between anc
knew that activist radic
is peculiarly ours,
to feminism. It
together, and if nothing
mutual confusion.

to explore supper

h to make

f ea

1 20 to 50, our C
a long time

| relationship b

2?7 How «

, being a man,
ggle? Ho

not to

seemed

vith women

s, warm evening and a rising
ook supper, there are new

fisperses to

1 lot of questions that have been in my
been aired. What is the

n personal

‘worked’. Here, Jamie Lupin, one of the originators of the idea,
talks about his politics and his feelings about the week.

were more easily coped with in unstructured groups or
or one-to-one conversations. Some of the
negative aspects of leaving such an event without
structure (though there wasn't any choice) are more
| apparent to me now—nobody made notes, reported
| back from workshops to the whole group, made any
| commitment to write down any thoughts or points of
| discussion. This lack of pressure on the other hand
probably allowed for much freer flow of discussion.
| Most mornings before breakfast David led dance
| workshops—except for a couple of mornings when he
| didn't want to get out of bed and then Bill did it. With
| French windows opening on to the lawn and the
morning sun pouring through the windows the
2 workshops took on a sort of absurd poufta poise, with
yur relationships with | o y o : ting and giggling. It
nal relationships | mu h staggering, wheezing, grunting and gigg ;',.A
P | was good to share our mutual ineptitude, and also feel

r. We talked,

our fears and our
keeping time. The

e sun settles down into

in small

wander, talk,rest or

beration and political
flicts of being
to feminist |

ommitted

Saturday
|

1bout

We sat in a circle on the |
afternoon, and wondered
needed 10 talk over my « feelings of anxie
being expected to be some kind of leader,
cost and financial problems of the
feelings of responsibility. The reaction of the group
was comforting—Ifelt like | was going to get looked
after, rather than looked to as someone in a special
role. Having said and settled that, s ere then |
with the uncomfortanle inertia of a group trying to
find direction without leadership

> were all th

about the
and about my

We went round the circle, each of us in turn saving

| the satisfaction of being able to do some of the
oppressive ways of relating together as men, in groups

and in sexual and in non-sexual relationships? | wanted
to explore ways of relating to men in groups and in
|sexual and non-sexual relationships—ways which
consciously blocked our impulse to compete and

| repress feelings

|

Saturday evening suppertime we attempted to form
la loose structure for the following day, so we wrote
topics to be discussed’ on the blackboard: being a
Iman: dance; the left; women/lesbians; monogamy,
living in the country; massage; health; poster making,
music; going to the seaside; lifestyles. Some of these
topics were going to be dealt with in workshops, but

| exercises well

On Sunday morning we played trust games. It was
interesting to see how the group functioned and how |
dealt with my impulse to take on a ‘leader’ role, or
alternatively a ‘looking-for-a-leader’ role. The games
showed me some of the ways in which | see men as
‘attractive’, ‘old’, ‘young’, ‘working-class' etc.,~and
how this affected my feelings towards them when it
came to trusting them with my physical safety. |
thought it was dangerous to put much emotional trust
into the games in themselves, since they were games,
and it's easy to play games when you're playing games,

continued next page




if you see what | mean. Some men spoke later about
being let down as the easy atmosphere created during
the trust games dissolved into familiar tensions and
feelings of isolation. There's danger in the notion that
self-change is an easy and comfortable process
Personal liberation for men involves struggles as (e
and exhausting as any political confrontation. Games
and having a good time are an important part of both,
it's important to be conscious of the whole process
and not to put too much store by any single aspect of
it

During Gay Men's Week we did manage 1o use a
number of techniques from different sources (being on
our best behaviour): trust games (from Esalen, Gestalt
etc.) co-counselling techn
Re-evaluation Counse
breathing and mass
energetics, and other

es derived from

movement,

organisations

techniques d

Most «

d from bio-

the sources
t

can
be condemned for their bourgeois sexis logy, but,
as men in a patriarcha to say ‘So
what?!!" | feel comm self within
the context of my gay Festion
and that of a feminist analysis of sex ey
course is to use means to a fulle awareness and

other-awareness. If t
humanist psycholog r spiritual philosor
whatever
our experience a
any alliar
racist p
enmesh
know only a w Le jues a 1se even fewer

levelope

50 | can't reall a sear or. and use of
new Aids to a ther Male (
Excuses for not m . pamid rsiots

frequently

got out of ou s s 2
a lot of nud 1 3 g. Brow
and being k

chair on t A A

group of men dealing w SUes o
SeExXIsm rema [ >SS ) )
does it? M ¢ i g e, .
it's best just to get with it an yut | |

and the quest

wOorry
Power and gu

and identify as homosex

men’ and to

accessible. V ise

our power t ;

difficult to different from the political a

are not
r remain

which we need to t

change ourselve itk

men in a mar )

class and articulate, ar

young, attractive, desira

coping with using ar w
p(!'ﬁt"l”‘lh(' lationships with other ueers. we
talked about the possibility of having a positive f
image, about ) v Jal and

attractive. It se 1 or
queers whose bodies comp W t

standards m ] out by the media

and this reflects r rin tior u
confidence in grou i our guilt feelings yut

capitalist commodity and the notion of ‘attractiveness’
and ‘unattractiveness' as a problem, it seemed enough

| to recognise a mutual awareness of the situation

| Asour ‘process of struggle’ broadens with the

‘.nknuv.lcdgcmum of mutual awareness, political

| assertions and confrontations, although no less

| fearsome, become more realistic with a basis of mutual

| trust and understanding to work from Formerly, there
hasn't been any concept of unity or solidarity in the
anti-sexist ‘'men’s movement’ (if there is such a thing)
and ‘anti-sexist’ men have constantly referred to the
women's movement for support and validation. Men

{have to form new models of behaviour for ourselves,

| With our own directions and our own nurturing

{Support systems. It is only with this autonomous
support that we can struggle successfully to ‘become
traitors to the class of men by changing ourselves
from non-masculinists to anti-masculinists, and begin
ittacking those \

aspects of the patriarchal system that
most directly oppress us Us
oppression. But that doesn
either

, ourselves, our

men’s liberation

mean

| Trevor made that point alot for me. ‘It's our

oppression, we've got to keep at it.' QOur ppression
means, among alot of other things,

that se

our oppressiveness.
That also seemed to

ms clear

alidate the
ward-looking emphasis of Gay Men's Week

Pinpointing our oppression. But it also implies the

necessity of direct action for chang attacking those
aspects of the patriarchal system which oppress us
The sibilityof direct action was someth

avoid the seeming impossibility of direct actiol

or the futility or ambiguity of it—defeated u t

t d in“the contradictions of male bravado/p«

1on, personality cult/lead nertia, personal
compromise | t actior n the Left
effeminist pur n er to go without
L »f riticism
Left got he
Always fair
vit he |
y 1 fuck whether

| also felt

because 1t seemed i orance of the

of Marxist g

vorkshop and that

exposed

notional and

Jut <ism of the Left
vould again be attacked with rationale and logic that |
{couldn’t compete with. | do feel suspicious and
resentful of the Left, critical of their tactics, their

| react
The
yppressed can understand, and
their own oppression led to the

lusionist tendencies

iction opposition t he

to understand or accept feminism
» this kind of statement from the Left
belief that only the
yre combat

first along racia
, and ultimately, in ar

creation of exc
lines and then along sexual line
absurdly
sations, all-male gay groups
fat feminists, etc
Revolution) This statement seems to
that the

extensior

ogica
orgar Jewish feminists,
r " (frorm
Jewish lesbian ferr 0
Women and

the w

epitomise eft generally negates the

sxperience of the individual's oppression in order to
ynstruct a false ideal of unity and collective identity
1s a basis for struggle. This peculiarly na statement

total jenies the complexity of oppression—that

CX A acism exist in the working class, that

the

women's ar

movements, that classism and sexism exist in racial
minorities, and that self-oppression is an equally
destructive element among all oppressed people. The
Left presents me with an enormous pressure, the
urgency for revolution against capitalism, that this
revolution means analysis, organisation and mads
action and to this end | must compromise my needs

| 45 an emergent effeminist gay man and be prepared to
)v,nrnnmg and be patronised by, my ‘comrades in

| struggle’

It was while attempting to spread the word about
|Gay Men's Week (through talking to radical gay men'’s
|groups—mainly in London) that it came clear to me
| that the idea of the event was counter-revolutionary
according to the dogma of the Left. The event had
nothing to do with the seizure of power on a mass
scale to create a new revolutionary state. It was to the
understanding, and dissolution of, oppressive power
that | felt | was committed in helping to organise such
an event. | came to a simplistic realisation during the
week at Laurieston Hall; a realisation that is naive and
incomplete, but, nevertheless, one that was useful to

work with—that all imbalance of power, all power
which oppresses stems from the initial seizure of
power by men from women-—the power which has
been stolen by men. For men to seize power again, no
matter how oppressed they may feel, is to perpetuate
|oppression. The Left without feminist awareness is
male, The seizure of power by the Left is the
perpetuation of oppression

ater in the week we tried to put a poster together
on a silkscreen. We never got beyond the ideas stage.
Much of our discussion on the poster centred around
| wanting to produce something which was critical and
nurturing at the same time. We tried to create images
which showed the potential joy in relationships
between men and at the same time, not ignore that
relationships between men can be self-oppressive and
trapped in the stereotyped roles
butch/femme, subject/object,
lominant/submissive, master/slave or whatever
rious words were worked around for two days, on
and off. ‘Men Can Be Men Without Oppressing Women'
was one which we thought over—the less euphoric,
more realistic version of ‘Men might possibly one day
if we try hard and struggle alot, be men without
oppressing women', seemed to have lost some of its
|impact. We gave up
Instead of a poster, a mural was painted on the last
day of the week—images of the remaining men against
|a background of personal splendour, with the words
LOVING TRUSTING QUEERS IN REVOLT
[LAURIESTON GAY MEN'S WEEK—)UNE 1977
| floating on a procession of white clouds.
Reaffirmation of the word QUEER came about

because a lot of us felt the word ‘gay” to be trivialising
and euphemistic, and that it wasn't enough that it was
a word chosen by homosexuals themselves—if any
word was picked arbitrarily from a dictionary, it seems
that ‘gay’ was a pretty weird one to choose. ‘Faggot' in
this country means a bit of firewood or a tasty savoury
treat in most vocabularies; ‘pouf’ is good, but not for
staple usage, ‘pansy’, ‘nancy-boy’, ‘fairy’ and all the
rest of them are great, but none of them hold the
punch of ‘queer’. ‘Queer’ is our equivalent to using
faggot’ in America—it’s a word that is emotionally
loaded, usually with homophobic fear and hatred, and
it seems like it’s about time that the word got defused
unabused, because its a strong word, it
undermines and it threatens and it's difficult to use
Whatever the het calls you to your face, you can be
‘queer’ that’s used behind your back
(7] Jamie Lupin

oppressive if we get

of male-bonding

reused

sure that it

Class of 77 Lauriston Gay Mens Week, Kirkcudbrightshire
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Letters marked * have been cut for reasons of

Dear people”

{ truly respected your
statement on anarchism
feminism in
hope that you n
streng ferinist approach
The-e are a number of |
here 1n Vancouver becomir
in anarchism an

fram a revolutionary standpoint as the
first tour issues show.

Anna Maria's article Feminism end
he Italian Left is a much needed
xpose of the male chauvinist attitude
that still prevails in the anarchist

movement. Willlam Reichert's extensive
Partisans of Freedom: A Study in
\merican Anarchism, (Bowling Gréen
arour d the connection. it University Pupul.l! Press, Bowling
e 3 s S Green, Ohio, 1976) has a chapter called
efforts and the spirit evident in you | The Place of Eros in Anarchist Thought
vhich includes the following detail
bout the French anarchist Joseph

and |

develop

O 10 st V1 returs { : -
S e A i | Dejacque who stayed briefly in/New
“m:m ey s o { Orleans (1852-3) and published Le
»l‘; oy i il g | Libertaire. In a letter to Pierre Joseph

| Proudhon he accused: /s it possible
| great publicist that under your lion’s
n so much ass may be found . . .

\priak) collectiv

Raise your valce . against the
) x\plaitation of woman by man.
{ Proclaim to the world . . . that man

| without the aid of worman, is unable to
Jrag the revolution out of the mire, to
pluck it out of the filthy and blood
stained rut into which it has fallen; that
ne he is powerless; that he must have
the support of woman's heart and braln,
that In the path of progress they should

| march forward together, side by side,
| hand in hand. . .’

| r ot George Woodcock may well have

i s narrowl { abandaoned social revolution as a road 16
; libi 3 iree society (Destination Point, Zera 3)
! the L but a closer examination of the causes

! % | that brought about the destruction of
Isigns'?, surely ) Ay *eace P National Abortion Cam) vign saicl the huge poster outside the Roundhouse. | the hlwrl\ni.(rl.xommunc‘: of ‘.“wmny
{we will briefly state our differe haps the u/, Visible avider L!h,‘;.:’:}rumn‘ 155 benelit was anything to do with NAC, but it thousands.of Spanish illages4nt

[ with his arealysis based on what he calls . |00 178 0 0o L edista Sistors and Black Slate were boring, but that all malz gay group | ‘large areas of the Ukraine is called far
fehe Dist hard fact’. Me sees ‘Wdentity Dead Fingers Talking good. They camé on LOUD and went off the same way. As for X-Ray Spex | than given by him, Tl!c coalition

a8 samething natural, based an race, { {3 picture) it was worth it just for Poly Styrene’s bive fifties sult and curly hair . . . maybe the eovernment that was intended 1o save
people or nations, and totally igpares | anly thing missing was a Worman's Right To Choose banner hiing over the stage. (Mark Rusher) the social revolution from the anslaught

Ty | e | ([ nco's counter revolution proved

1onth o be the very opposite-due to its
Ystare. Fo see sectarian identity a Belfast-Anarchist Colle | misacts against the true interests of the
b naturad i i frefa revolution—prompted by the
| ) | ot ai lea «pectation that it would thereby
rate as 't % 1t i @ Dear Zero e military and moral aid from
1 vat | A 1pps alic governments. Noarm
LHister P “ ' Chor y American Power and the
pt ena 35 an rtant w Mandarins deéals at great length

vith what really happened in Spain

shen icall 1 J nde heading Objectivity and
t Ja ¥ L y tie " haolarship (reprinted in latest
he (o i ) ( ' nfuegos Review). Chomsky points
Lhiacky | i v 1l inner in which historians dealt
bt 31 hawt h the subject, citing this example

‘In 1966, the American Mistorical

1 1tion gave Its biennial award for
he raost oulstanding on

tary ta Gabriel lackson

of Spain in the 19305, .,

he of ¢ rouping of anarchists It o criticism of Jackson’s study
n 4 wround Boston who are yint of view and sympathies
I ' iggle {are expressed with such clarity. ., . But )
uto sainst ni i { think It can be shawn that [ackson's
yr ate Hierarch oncerns is to dev svolutionary \account of the popular revolution that
7 ¢ co tavk place in Spain is misleading and In
) rchlsm, a 1 ¢ nt (to counterpose liberal | part quite unfoir, and that the failure of
af the City, all by ¢ which at present { objectivity It reveals is highly signiflcant
in. Neighbourhood | de 1Les ovement). A concrete in that it Is characteristic of the ottitude
Karl Hess, /WW | step which we are considering is 10 taken by liberal (and Communist}
i Ynarchist publish ar p ring anti- Vintellectuals towards revolutionory
ish Civil War -The | nuclear | movements that are largely spontaneaus
$ eriCormmunil and else ire {and only loosely organised, whils
1in's Lesson by Vinterested in the politica 1d | rooted in deeply felt needs and ideals ot
Working titles of L in anti-pucle erment \‘.’/l\/ur. sed muosses.’ From thereon

casseifes are iction vs. lega Ve | Chomsky brings to light an avalanche of
« T contact anyone \ docum tailing the
imsky; A | actions at Whyl, Kalkar, Malville ef ! rey 's sabotage by the
Helene E | For anyone who wants to mak contralled coalition
Thoughrs Fr v contact or requires information about ( it, Most important of all, the
l Cail Harp and probably | the situation in the A our address is | very leaders of every political party did

Wilt Watson's. 82 Marion St., Somer S MAD2143, ast to manipukite the masses
i poritaneity and | USA vith thewr own ideologicse
{ Origanisation in | For a future worth living \narchists in the Spatish
i siutionars { Charlie Gamble o5 this quite clear. 1
i

ol had not been beset

¢, USA €5 11 te
demaoralising f3

Antnigay 40107

Spain tSomery
Spair Qi

Distributors | pear Comrades of Zevo™ b LOTS, May Bne
{ Greetings and heartiest [nut conclude that they could have
| congratulations for the | def d Franco's counterrevolition?
{ splendid manner in which Greelings and weilwishes
! “vou have faunched Zero Marcus Graham

"Ml truly represents the anarchist ideal Mevada, USA

*






